PASSAGE OF THE UREA.                    79

posted Osterman Tolstoi's force of 9 battalions, 2 squadrons, 1
regiment of cossacks, 14 field guns, 6 light guns.* Davout
had Morand's division in the island, Friant's near Pomie-
chowo, Gudin's at the Okunin bridge. Napoleon had decided
on a night attack, and his orders were consequently given in
great detail, and with the utmost care.t They were executed
with wonderful exactitude by Davout's corps, perhaps the
best in the army.                                                   /**

At 7 p.m. Morand's division was formed, with its ad-
vanced portion in three columns in the island, as far as
possible from the enemy. Each of these leading columns
had a strength of one battalion. A company of voltigeurs
was detached from each column as escort to the guns which
were, under cover of the voltigeurs3 fire, able to take position
and open a fire of grape across the left branch of the river,
on the Russians in the low ground. The river was then
passed by the voltigeurs in boats brought up from the Bug,
and three bridges, one at either extremity, and one in the
centre of the branch, were constructed, the work being pro-
tected by the troops which had passed in boats. As the
bridges were completed, the rest of the leading columns
crossed and advanced into the low ground. Behind them
came a regiment (the 17th) of light infantry and 3 squadrons
of cavalry. Behind these the rest of Morand's division.

Petit, with a detachment of Gudin's division, crossed the
upper bridge and pushed up the left bank of the river. To
support his frontal attack on the [Russian right, 6 guns
enfiladed it from Pomiechowo. To alarm the enemy with the
idea of a passage at Pomiechowo, a quantity of damp straw
had been lighted in the bed of the river in that direction,
creating a dense smoke. Cavalry had also been sent up the
right bank to raise apprehensions, as well as to link Davout'a
corps to Augereau's. A detachment of 50 men, under Perrin,
crossed 100 paces above the island, and helped to protect

* Botifeo, p. 16.

t For the orders in full, see Ztowa*, xvii. 13G-18&